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Mix-up of Drugs Due to Similarity of

Nonproprietary Names

= Lo ]| VT Key points for safe use

(Case) When an insurance pharmacy received a nonproprietary name prescription for
“isosorbide mononitrate tablets 20 mg”, the pharmacist misread the drug name and
considered the prescription for “isosorbide dinitrate tablets 20 mg”, and dispensed
FRANDOL Tablets instead of ITOROL Tablets that should have been dispensed.

® Pharmacists need to understand that some drugs have similar nonproprietary
names and exercise particular caution when dispensing them.
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List of mix-up incidents in nonproprietary name prescription

Nonproprietary name Brand name (original drug)

Isosorbide mononitrate(—HHEES YYILER)
Isosorbide dinitrate(fHEEA YYIVE K)

Arotinolol hydrochloride (Z0F./O—)ViSEs1E)
Atenolol (?7-/0-)b)

Itorol
Frandol

Arotinolol hydrochloride [DSP]
Tenormin

Estazolam (ZZX5Y'5L4) Eurodin
Etizolam (IFY'5h) Depas
Cefcapene pivoxil hydrochloride (ZIhRERF S JVIERES) Flomox
Cefditoren pivoxil (EIZRLYERFDIL) Meiact
Cefdinir (27>Z)l) Cefzon
Cefpodoxime proxetil (ZIARRFS ATOFEFI) Banan
Nicergoline (ZtJLdU>) Sermion
Nicorandil (ZJ5>2)l) Sigmart
Nisoldipine (ZVILTEY) Baymycard
Nilvadipine (ZJL/{SEY) Nivadil
Fluvastatin (ZJLINAZF>) Lochol
Pravastatin sodium (7'5/VA%F>~Na) Mevalotin
Clobetasol propionate (Z/OA9Y —)L JOEAVBAT AT ) Dermovate
Clobetasone butyrate (ZONSY SESEETAT))) Kindavate
Betamethasone dipropionate (N9 X9Y > TOEAVEIATIV) Rinderon-DP
Betamethasone butyrate propionate (NI XY VEGEEIOEAYEET AT ) Antebate
Ranitidine (3=ZF>>) Zantac
Lafutidine (3F ) Protecadin
Ethyl loflazepate (075 TEBETFIL) Meilax
Lorazepam (OZE/CL) Wypax

Nonproprietary name (nonproprietary prescription
master name)

Brand name (original drug)

Salazosulfapyridine Tablets Salazopyrin
Salazosulfapyridine Enteric-coated Tablets Azulfidine EN
Theodur

Theophylline Sustained-release Tablets (12-hour to 24-hour duration)
Theophylline Sustained-release Tablets (24-hour duration)

Nifedipine Sustained-release Tablets
Nifedipine Sustained-release Tablets

(12-hour duration)
(24-hour duration)

Uniphyl LA, Unicon

Adalat L
Adalat CR

w0 4
names that are often confused.

There have been many other kinds of drug mix-up incidents.
Let’s avoid dispensing errors by learning and sharing the nonproprietary drug
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Preventive measures against drug

No. 51 September 2017

mix-up in nonproprietary name prescription

Example of prescription writing (1) Example of prescription writing (2)

No substtutions I: ﬂmf “);‘ "mwy‘"N g;gil.‘&ﬂéﬁi-‘iiﬁ?n"?f:n‘ﬁi‘.’;’:‘ﬁﬂ'ﬁ:‘:u'.‘JLi"e'!f Inrante Doctor bk o pin s :l No substtons I: ég}:i‘ﬁ‘i‘\i’lrﬁ"f'ni L metitons”coumn and S o s your sl the ‘Name of nsunce Docor :l
Rp1 [Nonproprietary] Isosorbide mononitrate tablets 20 mg, 2
tablets a day, 1 tablet at a time, twice a day, Rp1 [Nonproprietary] Isosorbide mononitrate_tablets' 20 mg, 2
after breakfast and dinner; -day supply tablets a day, 1 tablet at a time, twice a day,
g — g after breakfast and dinner; ___-day supply
B (Remark: Brand name drug “ITOROL” or a generic b=
= product) =
2 2
4 4
o o
nsutancs SLW[ ‘P':“ﬁ%d"“k:."n.K"é);"Npl your ] insutance S!mu,,[ 'P‘z;md"”kjomk?);"'l‘ your ]
g g Rp1: Brand name drug “ITOROL” or a generic
O
&J & product
o N [ )
In the Prescription column for each
nonproprietary name prescription, write the In the Remarks column, write the original
original drug name or the typical generic drug name or the typical generic product.
product as a remark.
A J
{ A brand name or a typical generic product can be added for reference if the l

mix-up.

nonproprietary name is such that there is particular concern over the risk of a

Even in this case, the premium for nonproprietary name prescriptions is available.

However, since the product

X"J reference information on the prescribed drug, it is necessary to take measures to avoid
the misunderstanding that it is to specify dispensing of a particular product.

name shown together with the nonproprietary name is

¢\‘ v

Please cooperate with the prescribing medical institution to prevent dispensing errors.

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) issued administrative notices related to

PMDA Medical Safety Information No.

@ Administrative Notice by the General Affairs Division, Health Policy Bureau; General Affairs Division, Pharmaceutical Safety and Environmental Health
Bureau; and Safety Division, Pharmaceutical Safety and Environmental Health Bureau, dated May 26, 2017
Summary of results of “Research on the Penetration of Standardized Prescription Format of Oral Drugs” funded by Health and Labour Sciences Research
Grants Fiscal year (FY) 2015 (Research Project for Development of Community Medicine Infrastructures) (provision of information)

@ Administrative Notice by the Medical Economics Division,
“Submission of Clarifications to Inquiries (No. 11)”

51.

Health Insurance Bureau, dated May 26, 2017
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("About this information
* PMDA Medical Safety Information is issued by the Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency Access to the most up to date Safety

for the purpose of providing healthcare providers with clearer information from the perspective of information is available via PMDA
promoting the safe use of pharmaceuticals and medical devices. The information presented here . .
has been compiled, with the assistance of expert advice, from cases collected as Medical Accident medi-navi.

Information Reports by the Japan Council for Quality Health Care, and collected as Adverse Drug
Reaction and Malfunction Reports in accordance with the Law on Securing Quality, Efficacy and

Safety of Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices.

We have tried to ensure the accuracy of this information at the time of its compilation but do not

guarantee its accuracy in the future.

This information is not intended to impose constraints on the discretion of healthcare
professionals or to impose obligations and responsibility on them, but is provided as a support
\_ to promote the safe use of pharmaceuticals and medical devices by healthcare professionals. A )
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