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Editorial Comment: Therapeutic Orphans

Harry Shirkey, MD

By an odd and unfortunate twist of fate, infants
and children are becoming “therapeutic or
pharmaceutical orphans.”! Since 1962 they
have been denied the use of many new drugs. The
Drug Laws of 1962 had their inception following a
pediatric tragedy—the thalidomide catastrophe. The
laws of 1938 followed another which resulted from
the use of a pediatric dosage form, “elixir” of sulfa-

may be associated with temporary and permanent
reactions unique to the newly born infant; even ox-
ygen falls into this category.

It seems unfair that the use of some drugs will be
denied based on relatively infrequent use and small
sales potential. For example, should a child with
peptic ulcer be denied the advantages of a drug
which is proved to be of value to adults because that

Therapeutic Orphan
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Shirkey HC, Therapeutic Orphans. J Pediatr. 1968; 2: 119-120. Editorial comment
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Clinical Investigation of Medicinal Products in the Pediatric Population
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Clinical Investigation of Medicinal Products in the Pediatric Population
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Figure 3. Number of centrally authorised products (CAPs) becoming available for children in 2004-
2006 and 2012-2014 (new initial marketing authorisations, new paediatric indications (SmPC Section
4.1) or new posology information (SmPC Section 4.2) for already authorised products.
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report for consultation.pdf
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Common Commentary - EMA/FDA
Common issues requested for discussion by the respective
agency (EMA/PDCO and FDA) concerning paediatric

oncology development plans (Paediatric Investigation Plans
[PIPs] and initial Pediatric Study Plans [iPSPs])

Background

Cluster calls have provided an opportunity for regulatory agencies to engage in high-level scientific discussions
of paediatric development plans of new drugs and are able to inform regulatory decision making of each
agency. Regulatory agency alignment on paediatric development plans is especially critical given the demand
for international clinical trial collaboration necessitated by small study populations in rare diseases such as
childhood cancer. Acceleration of paediatric development plans for novel anti-cancer agents can be greatly
facilitated by transparency of industry sponsors on their individual plans to fulfil EU and US requirements and
by simultaneous submission of iPSPs and PIPs to the FDA and EMA, respectively (Reaman G et al; JCO 2020).
Attention to global product development requires consideration of additional regulatory agencies outside of the
U.S. and EU.

This document describes key issues which are commonly requested by the respective regulatory agency to be
further discussed by the sponsor. Adequately addressing these issues upfront will permit focused discussions
during cluster calls, allowing for coordination of global development plans.

Administrative and Product information

Please add all interactions you have had with the FDA and with EU regulatory agencies concerning the
paediatric development; indicate if you wish to request a common commentary.

Consider approaching other international regularly agencies, such as PMDA, HC, and TGA in recognition of the
necessary global development program approach to new treatments for children with cancer.

https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/oncology-center-excellence/pediatric-oncology
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